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As my year as NLA President
comes to an end, | would like take to
this opportunity to offer my
appreciation and gratitude for the
chance to lead the organization in
2008. It has been a learning
experience for me, and | value the
knowledge gained and the many
friends made from around the state. |
am humbled by the caliber of librarians
in Nevada, and at the level of
professional competence displayed
many times throughout the year.

| would like to thank all of the
NLA Officers, Committee Chairs,
appointed positions, and the many
members who were a part of NLA this
year. These people found the time and
energy to serve in the organization,
over and above the time spent in their
‘day jobs." Thank you.

Thank you to Debbie Jacobs
and Holly Van Valkenburgh for their
advice on so many issues and topics
that cropped up in '08! | appreciate the
time they took to share their knowledge
and expertise about NLA with me.
Jeanette Hammons will take over as
NLA President in 2009 and | hope she
will receive the same support |
received during my presidency.

The "2008 Bridging the Gap @
Nevada Libraries Conference" was
very successful, and Nikki Winslow
and her committee should be
commended for the countless hours
they dedicated to coordinating the
event.

Thank you to Art Cabrales,
ALA Delegate, and Sara Jones,
Government Relations, for
representing Nevada at National
Library Legislative Day in Washington,
D.C. and to Janet Mastalir for
representing us in MPLA.

Thank you to Debbie Jacobs,
Theron Nissen, and Tanya Brown for
participating on the Strategic Plan
Committee. Enough said!

Many thanks to Steve T.
Dimoulas for his efforts as the Editor
of Nevada Libraries, Finance Chair,
and the Scholarship Committee.

Thank you to John Crockett
for revising and publishing the NLA
brochure for distribution at the
conference this year and throughout
the state.

A big thank you to Joan
Vaughan, dedicated NLA Webmaster,
for her service to the organization
updating and maintaining the website.

And last but not least, thank
you to all the staff at the West
Charleston Library! They helped me
get through the year, from proof-
reading documents to brainstorming
ideas to volunteering on committees. |
especially want to recognize Robbie
DeBuff, Executive Secretary;
Florence Jakus, Conference Program;
Tanya Brown, Personnel
Development; and Sharon Cox,
Conference Technology Chair.

The aforementioned NLA
members have breathed new life into
the organization! Let's continue the
trend and reach out to involve our
colleagues in the many committees

and events associated with NLA.
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2009 Upcoming Events

2009 ALA Midwinter Meeting
The 2009 Midwinter Meeting will be held: Jan 23i 28, 2009 Denver, CO.

PLA 2010 - PLA's 13th National Conference
March 23-27, 2010, Portland, Oregon
PLA holds educational programming and pre-conference programming, as well as committee and Board
meetings, during the American Library Association's Annual Conference. In addition, the gala PLA
President's Program and Awards Reception is held each year during Annual Conference.

KLA / MPLA Joint Conference 2009 - Libraries:
Dynamic People, Places & Ideas
April 1, 2009 through April 3, 2009
For More Information Visit:

http://www.kansaslibraryassociation.org/displayconvention.cfm

Hyatt Regency/Century Il Convention Center
400 W Waterman
Wichita, KS 67202

National Library Legislative Day May 11-12, 2009
SAVE THE DATE!
It s t hat The PO@SeNatoompblibnary Legislative Day is quickly approaching and will be held on
Monday, May 11th and Tuesday, May 12th at the Liaison Hotel in Washington, D.C. With a new
administration and a new political climate in both the House and the Senate, this is a very critical and
exciting time for us to get our message out to Congress. Be sure to register early 1 while the American

Library Association hasreserveda bl ock of rooms at the hotel, they

be at the center of the action!

Virtual Library Legislative Day
Organize a Virtual Library Legislative Day!

Candt come to Washington? You can stil!]l participate

library supporters in your state to phone, fax, and email Congress on May 13 and 14. Virtual Library
Legislative Day communicates the needs of libraries to Congress and increases the impact of the
National Library Legislative Day in Washington, DC. Organizing is easy!

2009 PLA @ ALA Annual Conference
The 2009 ALA Annual Conference will be held: July 9 - 15, 2009 in Chicago, IL.
PLA National Conference - The Best Conference for the Public Library World

Every other year, PLA members from across the countryd and across the globed come together for the
American Library Association's largest conference devoted to public librarianship. The PLA National
Conferences have developed a reputation for excellence. Each offers you more than 100 top-quality
continuing education programs from which to choose, several social events, and a bustling exhibits hall,
providing you with an excellent opportunity to see the latest in products and services. Upcoming PLA
Conferences include:

]:k Nevada Library Association

2009 Annual Conference October 7-10, 2009 Elko, NV
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http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/wo/washevents/nlld/virtuallibrarylegislativeday/vlld.cfm
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NLA Annual Meeting

The Board of Trustees of the Nevada Library Association met on August 13, 2008, at the West
Charleston Library in Las Vegas, Nevada. NLA President Denise Gerdes presided. The
following were among topgdiscussed at the meeting.

Treasurerds ARdparta gener al di scussion of the
discussed the card services account. Susan Williams, Treasurer, advised the board that a new
account will be opened in orderresolve some problems with the existing account.

NLA Strategic Plan: Denise Gerdes, Tanya Brown, Debbie Jacobs and Theron Nissan reviewed
the NLA Strategic Plan. Denise Gerdes reported the following recommendations: NLA should
authorize cechairs for dlgroups in the organization; create printed handbooks and manuals for
each section, committee, and interest group,;
association to potential members; and hire some paid officers. The board agreed to add a
statemat in the plan on issuing membership cards, as well as clarifying which groups are
responsible for specific aspects of the plan. Denise commented that the Strategic Plan is really
thessoci ationdbs fdAi mprovement plan. o

NLA Brochure: John Crockett, chairfahe NLA Publicity Committee, created a new NLA
Brochure with assistance from lan Campbell, association archivist. 1000 have been printed. The
brochure will also be posteahour website in PDF format

Website Revision In continuing discussions concergithe website, the board suggested that

the association might want to explore the pot
Jarrell, (continuing as chair), Joan Vaughan, Mario Aquilar, Carla Land, Robbie DeBuff, and

John Crockett serve on thisramittee.

NLA board meetings PresidenEtlect Jeanette Hammons is working to set up the next board
meeting using video conferencing technology. Because the University system now hosts video
conference meetings for NYRA and other association groups,ayémallowed to meet this

way as well. She noted this should be feasible if an open date can be found.

Paid Association Officers The board discussed having a paid Treasurer/Executive Secretary.

The associationds f i nan eplefilingg with thestatearelthe now r e
federal government. When some names were suggested, the President appointed Sarah Jones,
Steve Dimoulas and the incoming association treasurer as an ad hoc committee to explore this
further.

Conference Update The bard heard from Nikki Winslow, chair of the 2008 Conference
Committee. At meeting time, 205 persons were registered to attend. She noted that the last three
conferences have been held in August so that school librarians can attend, but generally
attendane from this group has been limited. However, 35 southern Nevada school librartans pre
registered for this conference. Denise Gerdes and Nikki both commented that the Peésttient
should have a conference committee chair in place to work closely wittutlent year

conference committee.

| [heart] to Read License pl at ebBebdhlacobgd,r ends S
immediate past president of NLA, stated that the required report to be submitted to the state has
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specific requirements and the fundiwe receive from renewal of the license plates is very
important to summer reading programs because federal funding is less sure.

Betsy Johnson, chair of the NLA Childrends Su
pl ans for t he ereeading prdgiam.dhe¢entatigepromsalnsno develop one

kit per library district, using the 'Art' theme. To benefit from the program, participating libraries

must use materials from the theme and the program must also have a statewide activity. Betsy
stated that the summer reading program committee has been discussing how to determine the
contents of the fAkito and mottibeades.tMuchtofthehe ki t s
focus is on the smaller, more rural libraries, which may not haviendoecial resources for a

summer reading program. Discussion followed on programming resources (staff, puppet shows,
etc). The accountnow hasovetf®D 0O i n it . Di scussion al so fol
funding from renewals of the licenptates. The board must remain aware that eventually the

license plates renewals will no longer be a funding source.

NLA Recognition Pins The association will have a supply of blue NLA pins available at the
conference. The board set the suggested ionatt $5.00.

NLA Handbooks: Robbie DeBuff, NLA Executive Secretary, reported that binders for each
committee, interest group, and officer have been prepared. The binders contain the NLA
Bylaws, the portion of the Handbook which applies to the speaffier/section/group, and job
descriptions. She commented that creation of the binders was an action step in the NLA
Strategic Plan.

Legislative Update Daphne Delon, Nevada State Librarian, reported on LSTA reauthorization
and erates for libraris. Sarah Jones, governmental relations chair, reported that she, Daphne
Delon, Art Cabrales, Denise Gerdes, and Teresa Manix met with Congressman Jon Porter and
Senator Shelley Berkeley at National Legislative Day in Washington, D.C. She reminded the
board that Congresswoman Berkeley is a great friend of libraries. The board also discussed
retaining a lobbyist and plans for the upcoming Nevada Legislative Day.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Jarrell, Recording Secretary.

NLAList T How To?

NLAList is an important communication tool that we use to keep everyone informed as to what is
happeningin Nevada and provide a forum for discussion. | would like to encourage all librarians and/or library
usersto sign-up soyou can receive upto-date information quickly!

NLALIST is an electronic list designed to provide information and a forum for discussion among individua
interested in libraries and librarianship in the state of Nevada. It is an open list with no moeériato welcomes
anyone with an interest in libraries and library services.

NLALIST will provide a place where topics of interest to librarians in Nevada can be discussed in a timely
fashion.Announcements of meetings, conferences and continuing educaticses are welcome, as well as job postin
roommate searches for conferences, reference questions or any otherdilatag subjects.

To subscribe to NLALIST, send an emailligiserv@nevada.edulease leave the subject line blank, and type the
following within the body/ message portion of thenail.
subscribe nlalist [first name last name]
Messages that you want to go to the list (and consequently to all subscribers) should be sent to the adc
nlalist@nevada.edu

After you have subscribed,gase provide a brief introduction to the list, including your name, library
affiliation and position (if any) and any other pertinent data you wish so that we might get to know each othe
better. You will receive an email with additional commands and rpfiar your subscription.
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WHO LET THE DOGS OUT?

Submitted by Laurie Orton
Henderson Libraries let the dogs out for ftahnual One Book Henderson event this October.
A carnival held on — October 4 and
attended by 1600 people and several
hundred dogs drew attention to the
bookMarley & Me: Life and Love wh
the Worl do Dogwritten by
author John Grogan. Mr. Grogan then
spoke at the Henderson Pavilion
on October 28to a crowd of 700
people and signed his books afterwards.
Other One Book programs included
book discussions, dog movies, a
workshop forknitting apparel for dogs,
and Pet Pages scrapbooking
sessions. Residents also voted for next
year 6s book c¢ hNineteer Minuteby author\dddilPicoulb e
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First Ever Paseo Verde Library Education Fair
Submitted by. Kevin Scanlon & Stephen Platt

Many people view an economic downturn as an opportunity to invest in themselves by
returning to schoolThrough education they
potentially increase their employability in a
competitive job market. Finding the right
schoolthatm Se SZ eeSpu vS[e Vv ¢ Vv
appear to be a daunting task, but schools are
becoming increasingly flexible. They offer
classes in traditional settings, satellite centers,
and in online environments. The public library
is an ideal place to present these apts and
link potential students and schools together.
On Saturday November 1, 2008 the
Henderson District Public Libraries hosted an
education fair aimed at adult students. Participants networked with representatives from local colleges,
universities, andrade schools. Twenty schools were represented at the-thayf event including the
College of Southern Nevada, The Nevada School of Massage Therapy, and National University. Several
presentations were held throughout the morning that addressed conceraslait students. Topics
included balancing work and school, financial aid, and graduate admission exams.

The concept of the library fair is to bring the
community and local service groups together at no cost
to the service groupThe fair setting is besitilized
when other library events are held in conjunctiath
the fair, or when it is known that a large contingent of
patrons will be in the library at a given time far
differentevent. The idea is to provide the exhibiting
groups with a large aman of foot traffic and to put
them in the thickit. Afternoonswork well,as traffic
seems to be sloweatturing the mornings.One of the
methods that HDPL has found most successful is to hold

fairs in conjunction with Summer Reading
Program kickoff eventsTypically, breakout
sessions and lectures are poorly attended at
fairs--unless they are held in the afternoons,
relatively short in length, held in full view of
the public, involve audio visual
presentations, and are advertised
well. Advertisingcanhelp bring foot traffic
to a fair, however it usually not necessary if
the fair isbeing held in conjunction with
another library program that is advertised well, and familiar with the public such as a summer reading
program kickoff.Food isessential fotboth the exhibitors and to bring the public to the fair, and
generally puts participants in a good mood.
Overall we received positive feedback from the participating schools and look forward to
repeating the program next year.
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